Surface charge alterations in mouse fetal astrocytes due to methyl mercury: an ultrastructural study with cationized ferritin.
A brief exposure of low dose methylmercuric chloride to monolayer cultures of mouse fetal astrocytes caused a marked shift in the distribution of anionic groups on the surface membrane as evidenced by irregular disruption of cationized ferritin. It is suggested that one of the earliest changes following methyl mercury exposure in embryonic astrocytes includes alterations in the surface charge which may in turn trigger cascading toxic actions of methyl mercury in the developing brain.